Save our

fisheries
Misidentifying species of Rockfish threatens to close our fisheries. Learn to identify these species.
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All Rockfish in Puget Sound must be returned to depth immediately.
Photos provided by Steve Axtell,
Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife

Rounded fins

Save our rockfish - save our fisheries
FISH CAN SURVIVE BAROTRAUMA
Amazingly, rockfish that look dead at the surface can
“pop” back to life if quickly returned to a native depth
range. Because of this, rockfish that you must, or want
to, toss back should be quickly recompressed.
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Even fish with bulging eyes and protruding stomach can survive if
returned to depth quickly. Note: the organ protruding from the fish’s
mouth is the stomach, not the swim bladder.

TOP FIVE REASONS TO
SEND’EM DOWN
Why should you care about helping a released fish
return to depth?
1. Floating fish are a waste of the resource.
2. Some populations of prohibited species, such as
canary and yelloweye rockfish, may take decades to
rebuild.
3. High-grading is illegal and selects for smaller fish in
the gene pool.
4. Venting fish may cause more harm than good.
5. Re-descending fish can increase their chances of
survival.
Catch-and-release practices work best when you
can help with fish survival. Helping fish get back
down is good for the resource and the sport.
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lead the fish into the water and be heavy enough to sink it
to the desired depth. Fish is released with a sharp jerk on
the line. Once a fish reaches a depth at which it regains
muscle coordination, it may wrestle free prematurely.
Problems:
• Misidentified Yelloweye and Canary rockfish reporting and
inaccurate reporting in general can and have shutdown our
coastal fishery. Misreporting can also reduce our fishing
seasons the following year.
• Not reporting or under reporting will show weak stocks
and could affect our seasons as well. Please report accurately
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Some of this information was a collaborative effort of California Sea Grant,
Oregon Sea Grant and University of Southern California Sea Grant.

